B'Nei HaMelech
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Unapologetically Pro-Torah
Unashamedly Pro-lsrael
Irrevocably Zionist

Baruch atah Adonai Elochenu, Melech ha-olam, Who has made His everlasting covenant with His servant Yisrael: “| will bless those who bless
you, but [ will curse anyone who curses you; and by you all the families of the earth will be blessed. ... May peoples serve you and nations bow
down to you. May you be lord over your kinsmen, let your mother’s descendants bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and
blessed be everyone who blesses youl”

— Genesis 12:3; 27:29, The Complete Jewish Bible

Followship in the Fellowship

This message was delivered to a congregation that had recently suffered a “split” when a rebellious faction decided that
they would attempt force the pastor to change the direction of the miiisérpastor wisely chose to follow the Great
Shepherd instead of the dissenters, and the dissenters broke fellowship. Unless otherwise stated, Scripture quotations are
from the Complete Jewish Bible, translated by David Stern. Copyright © 1998, David H Stern.

As some of you may kngwve been serving in pastoralintended for the Family of G-d, and in many respects have
ministry for a fairly long time, beginning with my first assignturned it exactly upside down — exactly the opposite of
ment as youth pastor in a Navy base chapel on Guanwimat it was like among the Holy Community of the first cen-
1965.That's almost 40 years ago. Since then | have sented.

in nearly every possible office within a local congregation, And | sincerely believe that G-d has raised up the Mes-
and | have managed to survive through an awful lot ofcog]- nic Jewish Movement as a Last-Days ministry of
gregational trials and conflicts, including a few congregatior]%@torati on — not only to reach the Jewish people with
splits.And | have learned a lot from these experiencesﬂ.!e Gospel, but also to help restore the Holy Communi-
have asked your Pastor if | might have this morning to sh 8o what I—ie originally intended it to be — and to serve

my heartwith you —to spend the next few minutes thinki example to the world in these final years before Mes-
with you about what happened to this congregation, h%\f\éh returns to reign on earth
you can get through it, and how you can keep it from hap- '

pening again. There are a great number of subjects that we could
considerbut that would take several weeks. So for this

that derstand that what | it thi r?"horning there are essentially three areas that | would
atyouunderstandthat what | am going to say this morniige - ¢, your considerationlhe three main ideas are

is my own personal opinion of how the Holy Community iﬁ1 .
. ) ) ) ese:
supposed to work. | have discussed this subject with your _
Pastor in only vague and general terms, and the fact that he The role or function of the Pastor
has allowed me the honor of being in the Bema this morning® The role or function of the Sheep, and
is not necessarily his endorsement of what I’'m going to say * The role or function of th&ssembly at lage.

As they say on TV and radio, “the opinions expressed in These three concepts are so totally interwoven that
this message are not necessarily those of the staff and agisometimes going to befitiilt to tell which of them |
agement of this congregation.” may be talking about at any given time, buslstart with a

| really believe that we — that is, the Body of Messial@ok at the role of the Pastor
— have taken whateshua and the Shliachim, tyegostles,
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First of all, a simple word study of the Brit Chadasha wiltho have been called to specialize in presenting to the un-
demonstrate that the titles Eld@astarShepherd, Bishop, saved the Gospel (which Scripture defines as the Good News
and Overseer are used interchangeably to refer to the saomeerning the death, burial, bodily resurrection, ascension,
office; and | also always use those words interchangealdynd return o¥eshua HaMashiach). Billy Graham is proba-

Ephesians 41itells us that G-d has appointed, or OPly the best-known example of a “Gospelizing” Elder today

dained, men who are called “Elders” within the Holy Andfourth, He has also appointed some other Elders
Community to perform four specific functions, or areas ob serve aBastor/Teachers. The very specific grammati-
ministry. cal construction of this term as recorded in the Ephesian
%%ter literally means “Shepherds who are dklsachers.”
e Brit Chadasha also refers to these Elders as Shepherd-
Elders or Ruling Elders. These men are Elders whom

First, He appointed some of these Elders to serve
Emissariesor Apostles. We understand the title of “Apos-.
tle” in the technical sense to be reserved for those men ) . -
were eye-witnessesYeshuas resurrection and who were -d has called t_o fulfill a shepherding ministry over alocal
personally commissioned by Him. Since | don’t know anﬁ\_ssembly ofbelievers.
one who is 2000 years old, itis my personal opinion that Since we are immediately concerned with the function-
there are very probably no lividgostles, in the technical ing of a local assembly of believers, we are primarily
sense. concerned with the role of the Elder whom G-d has
%Iled and equipped to serve the Holy Community as a

However in the generic sense, we understand the te
' d Pastor/€acheror Shepherd, over that local assembly

“Apostle” or “Emissary” [or “Shiliach” in Hebrew] to refer
to Traveling Elders, those Elders whom G-d has called to Why does G-d refer to this man as a Shephéfd&t
travel from place to place as messengers or missionariegiia his responsibilities?

fact, in modern Hebreyihe ambassadors from Israel to the

) o In the Good News as recorded hanan, chapter
other nations are referred to as Shliachim. e P

21, we find the record ofeshua appointing the first
Second, G-d has also appointed some other Elders&hepherd:

servs: aﬁ’rophefs Wh”?the terms_“prophe_t,”_“prophady The Scripture tells us that this event occurred “the

and prophesy sometimes contalnapredlct!ve element, m?rd time Yeshua had appeared to the talmidim after

word literally means “to speak forth” and is used to d%’eing raised from the dead.”

scribe someone who speaks in the place of anotheho '

delivers a message from someone else, or simply someone  After breakfast, Yeshua said to Shim‘on Kefa,

who spe_aks in front of an audience. Before we had our com-kisnhérgfcl’gvgf ;Z?ec ?r? anr? th eioeg,,oﬁ elor\éf)"'\eﬂg, [V\:'etz (I:’(;(rjds,

pleted Bible to serve as our source of revelation about G-d,yoy know I'm Your friend.” He said to him, “Feed My

Adonai would often speak to his people through a personiambs.” A second time He said to him, “Shim‘on Bar-

that He had chosen, and He would include in that messageé/ochanan, do you love Me [with G-d's kind of love]?”

some information about events that would happen in their He replied, *Yes, Lord, You know I'm Your friend.” He

fu_ture. This was so that when the predicted events happenecz,zzg tt% hr']rinn’], ?2?1%?;2 '\égrs_:‘(giﬁénghn? tg;gd ;'g;e ,CI(;

His people would know that He was the true source of thatfrieng2" shim'on was hurt that He questioned him a

message. Now thabba has spoken to us through His Son, third time: “Are you My friend?” So he replied, “Lord,

and we have the written record of what He wanted us to You know everything! You know I'm Your friend.” Ye-

know, we have no more need of that kind of special Shua said to him, “Feed My sheep.” (Yochanan

revelation. So now in the Holy Community we have men 21:14-17)

who speak forth G-d¢’word from the Scriptures, and SoYeshuas instructions to Kefa were to:

they deliver messages to audien_c‘élsey are called | Feeqg My lambs:

Prophets, or Preachlng_EI_derg, or just P_reachers, whom Shepherd My sheep; and

gg has called to specialize in preaching\Werd of « Feed My sheep.

] ) _ A shepherd is primarily concerned with the care and safety

Third, He has appointed still other Elders t0 Serv ihe fiock. He feeds them. He provides nourishment for

asEvangelists, or “Gospelizing” Elders, those Elderspem He protects them from those who would harm them.

Followship in the Fellowship Copyright ©2009 Family Bible Ministries Page 2 of 10



He treats their injuries, and even carries them when they areT his is the high standard to which the Paseacther is
too weak to walk themselves. He leads them where theglled. He is to be to the flock a living example of the Good
need to go. Shepherdyeshua.

Please notice that it is the shepherd—and not the flock—He enters the sheep-pen through the doalyeshua
who determines where the flock is to go. One of the magays that Hefeshua, is that dodrhetrue Pastor/€acher
causes of conflict in the Holy Community is when the shebpcomes a shepherd twerect way. That means, first of
come to believe that they are supposed to lead the Shedp-that arue Pastor/€acher has been called by G-d to
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herd instead of following him.

The 23rd Psalm says that the Shepherd leads the s
beside the quiet waters, he makes them lie down in
grassy pastures, and he guides them in the right pa

The shepherd leads the sheep, and the sheep.follovx{]

that office. It means that he has spent many years in prepa-

r{{g&ﬁn and training for his calling, and that he has been
3

oughly examined by a panel of other Elders who have
efully considered his calling and who have agreed with
e Ruach HaKodesh that his calling is genuine, and that he
as a sufficient knowledge of the Scriptures and the appro-

Yeshua describes Himself as the Good Shepherdifate spiritual gifts to fulfill that calling.

Yochanan 10:1-16, and He gives us some ideas of how
the Shepherd is to take care of the flock:

“Yes, indeed! | tell you, the person who doesn’t
enter the sheep-pen through the door, but climbs in
some other way, is a thief and a robber. ?But the one
who goes in through the gate is the sheep’s own shep-
herd. 3This is the one the gate-keeper admits, and
the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep,
each one by name, and leads them out. “After taking
out all that are his own, he goes on ahead of them;
and the sheep follow him because they recognize his
voice. °They never follow a stranger but will run away
from him, because strangers’ voices are unfamiliar to
them.”

5Yeshua used this indirect manner of speaking with
them, but they didn’t understand what he was talking
about. “So Yeshua said to them again, “Yes, indeed! |
tell you that | am the gate for the sheep. 8All those
who have come before me have been thieves and
robbers, but the sheep didn't listen to them. °I am the
gate; if someone enters through me, he will be safe
and will go in and out and find pasture. *The thief
comes only in order to steal, kill, and destroy; | have
come so that they may have life, life in its fullest mea-
sure.

1% am the good shepherd. The good shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep. *The hired hand,
since he isn't a shepherd and the sheep aren't his
own, sees the wolf coming, abandons the sheep, and
runs away. Then the wolf drags them off and scatters
them. BThe hired worker behaves like this because
that's all he is, a hired worker; so it doesn’t matter to
him what happens to the sheep. I am the Good Shep-
herd; | know My own, and My own know Me — 5just
as the Father knows Me, and | know the Father —
and | lay down My life on behalf of the sheep. *®Also |
have other sheep which are not from this pen; | need
to bring them, and they will hear My voice, and there
will be one flock, one Shepherd.”
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Remember that even Rav Sha’ul submitted to that same
kind of examination by the Elders in Jerusalem. In the first
two chapters of his letter to the Galatians, Sha'ul tells us that
with all his rabbinical training, aft¥eshua appeared to him
and commissioned him on the Damascus road he spent 14
years in private preparation before presenting himself to the
Elders in Jerusalem for their confirmation of his calling and
message.

Anyone who enters pastoral ministry through another
door is a thief and a robhand not a true shepherd. Please
don’t misunderstand me. | am not saying that a pastor nec-
essarily has to have a seminary degree in order to be effective,
though that is certainly helpful. | am saying that he has to
have an adequate knowledge of the Scriptures, that he must
meet the spiritual qualifications set down in Sha'lgtters
to Timothy andTitus, that he has to demonstrate the evi-
dence of G-a& calling on his life, and that it is necessary for
him to submit to the authority of other Elders for the confir-
mation of his calling and qualification.

After he has been admitted through the correct door by
the Gate-Keeper @shua), then he will learn the names of
his sheep, he will call them by name, and they will hear his
voice.As the Chief Shepherdigshua is the gate-keeper
and the sheep are His. The Chief Shepherd admits the Un-
der-Shepherd to the sheep-pen, and puts some of the sheey
under his care. The Under-Shepherd will get to know the
sheep who have been entrusted to his care, and the sheey
will learn to recognize his voice. That can only happen when
the shepherd and the sheep are deeply involved in each oth-
erslives.

When the sheep learn his voice, he will lead them and
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they will follow him.And he will be ready and willingtolay ~ has brought about in you — how your trust produces

down his life for the sheep that have been entrusted to himaction, your love hard work, your hope perseverance.
“We know, brothers, that G-d has loved you and cho-

Moreover the Shepherd provides a living example for senyou; Sthat the Good News we brought did not become
the human sheep to follow for you a matter only of words, but also one of power,
the Ruach HaKodesh, and total conviction — just as

Yeshuas final mitzvah, or commission, to the Shliachim  you know how we lived for your sakes when we were

was that they were to go and make people from all nationswith you. ®You, indeed, became imitators of us and
into talmidim, or disciples (Matt. 28:19). It was therefore ©f the Lord; [and here is the result of your imitation of

. . ) our lives] so that even though you were going through
Yeshuss intent that we are to becofres (Yeshuas) talm severe troubles, you received the Word with joy from

idim. the Ruach HaKodesh. "Thus you became a pattern

A talmid is not a person who sits under the teaching of, (0" @n example) for all the believers in Macedonia
. L and in Achaia. (1 Thessalonians 1:2-7)
or learns from, his or her teach®&talmid is not someone _ _
who wants to know what the teacher knows. Rather a trueTo young Pastofimothy he said:
talmid is one who earnestly and enthusiastically strives to
become what the teacher is!

Don't let anyone look down on you because of your
youth; on the contrary, set the believers an exam-

. o . leinyour behavior, love, trust, and purity. (1 Timoth
Yeshua has called us to becdsgtalmidim, to strive Z: 12) y purty. Y

to become whdtleis! And whether either we or our Pas-
tors like it or notyYeshua has called and ordained a tr
Pastor to be a living example to us—a mod¥bshua that
we can observe in the flesh—to folldebecome his (the
Pastors) talmidim.

Ligwing:

5... urge the young men to be self-controlled, “and
in everything set them an example yourself by do-
ing what is good. When you are teaching, have integrity
In case you feel that | am putting too much on the Rastor and be serious; 8let everything you say be so whole-

read what Rabbi Sha’ul said on the same subje¢he some that an opponent will be put to sham(_e because
Holy Community at Philippi, he wrote these instructions: N Will have nothing bad to say about us. (Titus 2:7-8)

And his instructions to Past®itus included the fol-

Followship in the Fellowship

2]t is not that | have already obtained it or already
reached the goal — no, | keep pursuing it in the hope
of taking hold of that for which the Messiah Yeshua
took hold of me. *Brothers, | for my part, do not think
of myself as having yet gotten hold of it; but one thing
| do: forgetting what is behind me and straining for-
ward toward what lies ahead, I keep pursuing the
goal in order to win the prize offered by G-d’s upward
calling in the Messiah Yeshua. *Therefore, as many
of us as are mature, let us keep on paying attention
to this; and if you are differently minded about any-
thing, G-d will also reveal this to you. *Only let our
conduct fit the level we have already reached. ’Broth-
ers, join in imitating me, and pay attention to those
who live according to the pattern we have set for
you. 8For many — | have told you about them often
before, and even now | say it with tears — live as
enemies of the Messiah’s [cross]. °They are headed
for destruction! Their G-d is in the belly; they are proud
of what they ought to be ashamed of, since they are
concerned about the things of the world. (Philippians
3:12-19)

And to the Believers athessalonica, he wrote:

2We always thank G-d for all of you, regularly
mentioning you in our prayers, 3calling to mind be-
fore G-d our Father what our Lord Yeshua the Messiah

Copyright ©2009 Family Bible Ministries

Will any pastor ever be completely successful in that task?
Of course not! The pastor will be no more successful in
consistently setting the example than we will be successful in
consistently following the example. Even the great Rabbi
Sha'ul said that he had not obtained it or reached the goal,
but that he kept pursuing it and straining forward to what
lies ahead, he kept pursuing the goal.

Now, what should our attitude be toward those who
choosenot to follow the example that has been set for
us?

First of all, we are forced to consider whether they
were ever truly part of our flock.

Yeshua said that true sheep will follow the voice of
their shepherd; that true sheep will run away from the
voice of the one who is not their shepherd. He also said
that there would come into the sheep-pen those who are
thieves and robbers who come in to steal, kill, and de-
stroy.

Yeshua also warned that there would come a time when
there were within the Holy Community wolves in sheep’
clothing. They look like sheep, but in reality they are raven-
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ous wolves. These wolves will do whatever they can to dragin this next couple of verses, don’t be thinking about
off the sheep, scatter them, and kill them. working to earn a living, but instead think in terms of

In addition to intimately knowing the sheep that working or ministering within the Body of Messiah.

shua has entrusted into his care, part of the Shegherd’” “We hear that some of you are leading a life of
job is to be able to identify both the thief and the wolf, idleness [or “living an undisciplined life”] — not busy

. working, just busybodies! ?We command such peo-
and to drive them dbefore they can harm the sheep. ple — and in union with the Lord Yeshua the Messiah

| can promise you from many years of personal ex- We urge them — to settle down, get to W0r1k3, and [oh
perience that this is one of the most difficult and unpopular Yea": by the way] earn their own living. “And you

_— brothers [and sisters] who are doing what is good
parts of the Shephes¥esponsibilitybut one that he must [within the Holy Community], don't slack offl “*Fur-

d|||gently pursue |f he |S to be fa.|tth| to h|S I‘eSponSIblhty to thermore, if anyone does not Obey what we are Saying
protect the true sheep. in this letter, take note of him and have nothing to do

) with him, so that he will be ashamed. **But don’t con-
But what about those whom wnk are sheep, that  giger him an enemy: on the contrary, confront him as

follow after the thief or the wolf that has been driven a brother and try to help him change.
out?As hard as it may be for us to accéfeshuas teach-

ing is that they were not true sheep, because the t{H
sheep will hear the shephesdioice and follow him.

Time doesrt permit us to look at all that the Scrip-
fes have to say about the Pasteesponsibilitybut
we can summarize the Bibdeteaching on the subject

Rav Sha'ul wrote to Pastdrmothy: with these short statements:
“For the time is coming when people will not have » The Pastds primary duty is to give himself fully
patience for sound teaching, but will cater to their pas- to study prayer and the ministry of G-d’word.

sions and gather around themselves teachers who R : . ; ;
say whatever their ears itch to hear. Yes, they will He Is to lead G-& people by his example in word,

stop listening to the truth, but will turn aside to follow conduct, |0V_e’ spirit, _faith, anq purity

myths.” (2 Timothy 4:3,4) » The Pastor is to equip the saints to do the work of

Yochanan tells us in his first lettehapter 1 and verse ministry. The ga_lnts arento pay a hireling to do
the work of ministry for them.

19, that: : . . :
» The Pastor is to pray for the sick and visit those in
“They went out from us, but they weren't part of their time of need.

us; for if they had been part of us, they would have . : )
remained with us. But you have received the Messi- He Is to benevolently rule over the local congrega

ah’s anointing from HaKodesh, and you know all this. tion of Believers and, when it becomes necessary

It is not because you don’t know the truth that | have he is to rebuke and exhort with all autharity
written to you, but because you do know it, and be-
cause no lie has its origin in the truth.”

In the third chapter of Rav Sha'slletter to th& hes-

And thats the part that far too many people tan’
come to grips withwe inAmerica have become com-
fortable with our ideas about democraagd we have

salonians, he says: tried to bring those concepts into the Holy Community
SNow, in the name of the Lord Yeshua the Messi- But there is nothing anywhere in the entire Bible about
ah we command you, brothers, to stay away from any any form of democratic process. Gsglan for the Holy

brother who is leading a life of idleness [in this pas- Community is thaHe appointsleadersto rule over the
sage the word idleness may also be translated as

“undisciplined”], a life not in keeping with the tradi- peop_le, and He appoints the people to submit to therul-
tion that you received from us. "For you yourselves ership of those leaders.

know how you must imitate us, that we were not . . . C .
idle [or undisciplined] when we were among you. [And But the Pastor is not to be dictatorial in his leader

although he is talking specifically here about working Ship, but fath_er he i.S to bg to the congregation as a
for a living, and not just living off the welfare of the loving father is to his family

congregation, his main point is that they — that is, » The Pastor is to oversee the entire minjsriji-

the congregation — were to follow the lifestyle exam- ingly and eagerlyknowing that wheiYeshua, the

ple set by the Shliachim.] ... °It was not that we didn’t ; : “
have the right to be supported. but so that we could Chief Shepherd, appears he shall receive a “crown of

make ourselves an example to imitate. glory that does not fade away
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When it comes to the subject of leadership and authority But let me challenge you to find onesingleplacein all
in the Holy Communitythe Bible is very clear that the Pasef Scripture where G-d provides any form of democratic
tor who relinquishes his G-d-appointed authority over tipgocess for His people. Nowhere in the Bible do you ever
ministry of the local assembly is simply failing miserably tbnd the Holy Community having a voice in the operation of
perform the responsibility to which G-d has called him. G-d's kingdom. In fact, in every single instance in Scripture

Having looked very briefly at the responsibilities of the h_e “?tthe opinion ?f the majorllt y is ever mentiortae),
Pastorwe now come to what are the responsibilities of (A Ority OpInion IS always wrong:
members of the congregation. Just a few examples should prove my point.

The writer of the letter to the Messianic Jews tells us in Let's start with the very first committee meeting in human
chapter 13: history In chapter 3 of B'resheet [Genegislam and Eve

“Remember your leaders, those who spoke G-d's and the Serpent voted on what should be onsmaehu

message to you. Reflect on the results of their way of and they outvoted G-d three to one.

life, and imitate their trust ... In Genesis chapter 6 there was a construction project

And again he says: that came up for a vote. “All those in favor of building a
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they boat in Noals driveway signify by show of hand3.he

keep watch over your lives, as people who will have vote came in eight in favor of the idea and several mil-

to render an account. So make it a task of joy for them, lion against.

not one of groaning; for that is of no advantage to ] . )

you.” Following the Great Big Boat Capés-d instructed

. ti]e flood survivors to spread out and fill the eafFite
It should be extremely obvious to the most casual . . . :
majorlty decided that they preferred to stay at Bavel in

observer that if G-d has appointed the Shepherd to | " . i
and rule, then G-d has likewise appointed the Shee&(@g plain of Shin‘ar and build a skyscrapemd we al

. : ~“"know how wellthat worked out.
follow and submit. Remember what | said before: one
of the major causes of conflict in the Holy Community Bavel later became known as Babylon. Not only is
is when the sheep come to believe that they are sti@bylon used in the Bible as a euphemism for all that is
posed to lead the Shepherd instead of following himevil, but it is also a country that has been causingsG-d’
If G-d has appointed the Shepherd to set the exaﬁf—ome grief ever since. Maybe you are famihar with
. . e current King of Babylon. His name is Saddam Hus-
ple of what a G-dly person is supposed to be like, then. . : .
. : : seinAnd Babylon is the direct root of all the false religions
G-d has likewise appointed the Sheep to follow th%zthe world. but tha a diferent lesson
example. If G-d has appointed the Shepherd to teach, ' )
then He has likewise appointed the Sheep to learn. If [Nimrod, the king of Bavel, was elevated to deity af-
G-d has appointed the Shepherdeqaip the saints to ter his death; Bavel was to become known as Babylon, which
do the work of ministrythen He has appointed the Saintsaused Israel so much grief lafdimrod was later known
to do the work of the ministryand not expect the Shep-by many names, including Baal, Bel, Baalat, Molech, Mero-
herd to do it all. dach, Mars, Jupiteand Saturn. His mother was likewise
. . . elevated to the position of the fertility goddess under vari-
In our societythere is a lot of emphasis placed on

“leadership” — but there is almost never any rnentioous names, including IshtAphrodite Astarte Ashtoreth,

of “followship.” And I find that very strange indeed. I(E'beBIe or Syb”.’ Diana, I_—Zurop?, Isis, Semlramls,”mlcl
. o - .. _nus. She was given the title of “Queen of Heaven” and the
believe that excellence in “followship” is every bit a

important, though diicult, as is excellence in “leader %mperor Constantine, who was the h'g.h priest of the Ro-
ship.” man form of the Babylon Mystery Religion, later blended

her feast day with the Bible to create the holiday that is still

In ourAmerican societythere is also a lot of empha-known by her name, Ishtawith its bunnies and eggs and
sis placed on what we like to think of as “democratic processther fertility symbolsAnd when some who call themselves
—the process by which everyone has an equal voice in fti@hristians” refer to our Lord mother as “the Queen of
about everything, whether they know anything about it Bfeaven” they are not talking about Miriam at all, but rather
not. they are referring to this fertility goddess, IshAdliof that
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confusion and grief to G-slpeople came about as a resutongregations and piously claim that “we are in the world,
of “the majority” refusing to obey the command of G-d tbut we are not of the worldWe sayand rightfully so, that
“spread out and fill the earth” after the flood.] HaSatan, the Deceivés the G-d of this world, and that we

A few hundred years later G-d tagraham that he want to live differently than the rest of the world.

would be given a son, but Mand MrsAvraham hada  Then why in the world [pun intented] do we insist on
meeting with a servant named Hagard together they trying to make our congregations look like corporations?
decided that they had a better idea for creating a natigvhy do we try to run G-g@'family by following the same
G-d intended to provide a nation frofitizhak, buAvra-  policies and procedures that we use to run our worldly
ham wound up with a nation from Ishmabout 4,000 businesses®hy do we follow the lead of unbelievers
years laterthat committees decision resulted in theand try to pattern the Holy Community after the busi-
destruction of th&Vorld Trade Center ness community?

A little more than 400 years after the Ishmael disas- As | was discussing these concepts with a friend a
ter, another committee voted 10 to 2 against followingpuple of weeks ago, the subject came up of the way
G-d’s instruction to go in and take the Promised Landongregations call a pastand even that process is al-
and G-d made sure that everyone who followed thaost never done the way the Bible says it should be
decision died in the wilderness, and of their entire gedene.
eration only Joshua and Caleb were allowed to enter

: Typically when a congregation is in need of a Pastor
the Promised Land. ypically greg a

they form some kind of committee. Sometimes that com-

Fast-forward 2,000 yearShe majority decided that mittee is called a search committee; sometimeas it’
Yeshua wasm’the Messiah that G-d had promisedalled a personnel committee. But that committee is
through the prophet$he “up side” is that Gentiles weretypically chaged with collecting resumes and review-
brought into the Holy Communityhe downside is that ing them to find out which of the many applicants for
Israel has lived in dispersion for 1,878 years from thike job is best suited to what they want “their” pastor to
year 70 to the year 1948. look like.

And a few weeks after Israel corporately (though When they finally find an applicant that looks good
certainly not individually) rejected their Messiah, antb the committee, that person is invited to “candidate”
afterYehuda [Judas] defected, the remaining Shliachifor the positionThat means that he comes to the con-
voted for Mattityahu to take his place. But G-dhoice gregation where he is submitted to a series of interviews.
was not Mattityahu. G-d’choice was a rabbi nhamedepending on how many layers of management there
Sha’ul who may have actually been a member of tlaee in the congregation, the candidate must satisfactori-
Sanhedrin when they sent an innocent man to the crbssavigate his way through as many as three or more
[another unfortunate majority vote]. Even the majoritinterviews. If the various committees and boards like
vote of the Shliachim — th&postles — was wrong. what they see so fathe candidate is invited to come
Eeach one or two sermons. If he adequately tickles the

Fast-forward another couple thousand years to # . :
end of the book of the Revelation, and we find the m&&'> of the congregation, presents just exactly the cor

jority of nations deciding that g'time to end this Israel rect amount of showmanship, and doesay anything

thing once and for allAnd you know their vote gets th"f‘t puts anyorfle unlder CO?\QE“O”.O]C an):l kind, Te rte-f
overruled in the end. ceives an offer of employment. There is usually a contract o

some kind involved, which defines what the pdstoew
If in the Scriptures the majority opinion is alwaymployers expect from him in the way of office hours, de-
wrong, why do some of the members of the Holy Commigiled ministry responsibilities (i.e., how he is expected to
nity today insist on believing that somehow their majorityjo the job of ministry according to the congregati@x-
opinion is the correct one? pectations, not to G-slrequirements) and other information

We have 6,000 years of Biblical and post-Biblical histgleout how his performance is to be evaluated.

ry to show us that G-d'way of running things is totally  |f both the candidate and the hiring committee come to
different than mas’'way of running thingénd we sit in our
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an agreement on all of the details and conditions, the camdisltiple Elders, the Elders are accountable to each,other
date is hired. and they are each in turn accountable to G-d.

Now, if you're running a company and hiring an individ- A true Pastor cannot be subject to the congregation and
ual for a particular position, thatprobably not too bad aat the same time be subject to the Lardl the Pastor has
procedure. a choice to make: whether to be submitted to the Lord, or

But for a local congregation of the Family of G-d, tha{f) be submitted to the congregation.

process is totally unacceptable! The only time that | can ever envision a Pastor being
In the first place, therue Pastor is not—hean not subject in any way to the congregation is in the event
' that he falls into sin and the Elders fail to hold him ac-

be—an employee of the congregation.H®t even an .
Py greg csountable.Then the congregation would be forced to

employee of the Board of Elders or Board of Deaco . . )
The federal government, part of HaSasambrld oga- r}fgll,?r\:\;the procedure outlined in Matthew 18:15 and fol-

nization, recognizes that fact; why ca-d’'s people
recognize it? Under current IRS regulations a Pastor Now, you might well ask me, “If ‘the way we’ve al-
income from the congregation is not reported on an emiays done it’ is not the correct procedure for calling
ployees form W2, but on form 1099 like all other and interfacing with a Pastdhen how does a congre-
independent contractors. gation call a pastor?” I'm glad you asked that question!

The Bible has a name for a man who is an employeeHere’s how | think its supposed to workhis is only
of a congregatior.hat name is “hireling"—and we havemy opinion, and you can either take it or leave it. But it
already discussed whdéshua says about the hirelingis an opinion that | have gradually developed over many
But to review briefly: years of contemplation and stydynd | believe that it
will stand up to the scrutiny of the Biblend | would
encourage you to take everything that | am telling you
today and be good little Bereans, and search the Scrip-
tures to see if what | am saying is true. I'm not going to
take the time to read all of the Scriptures that have led
me to this opinion, but | will mention some of the key
verses.

Yeshua said:

1% am the good shepherd. The good shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep. ?The hired hand [or
hireling], since he isn't a shepherd and the sheep
aren't his own, sees the wolf coming, abandons the
sheep, and runs away. Then the wolf drags them off
and scatters them. 2The [hireling] behaves like this
because that’s all he is, a hired worker; so it doesn’t

matter to him what happens to the Sheep_" (Yochan_ Also remember what | said earlier about the terms

an 10:11-13)
Another time Yeshua said:

“No servant can serve two masters; for either he
will hate the one, and love the other, or else he will
hold to one, and despise the other.” (Luke 16:13,
NASB)

Elder, Pastor Shepherd, Bishop, and Overseer being
used interchangeably in the Brit Chadasha to refer to
the same dice.

First of all, | believe that a true Pastor is irrevocably
called by G-d to a lifetime of service in that capacity
whether or not he is actively leading a congregation.

Secondlythatimplied employeemployee relation- 1 5 Timothy 1:8-11 Rav Sha'ul tellsTimothy that

ship suggests that the Pastor is to be held accountabledgy nas saved us, and called us to a holy calling” and

the congregatiors Bible Teacher &ve Brown likes hat he sharul, for the sake of the gospel “was appoint-
to say “That's a lie from the pit of hell, and it smells likeg 4 4 preacher and an apostle and a tedcher
smoke.”

In Romans 1:29 he says that “the gifts and the call-

| challenge you to show mesagle passage of Scrip- jnq of G-d are irrevocable.” Once he accepts the call to
ture which even remotely suggests that the Pasmrsésrvice, arue Pastoror Elder cannever turn back.
accountable to the congregation he serves!
. Sha'ul’s letters tolimothy andTitus tell us several
A true Pastor is accountable only to G-d and to thtﬁings about the Elder or Pasta&Eher
Elders who commissioned him. In a congregation with
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* They tell us that if someone aspires to the office of grovide the Pastor and his family with a lifestyle equivalent

der, itis a fine work that he desires to do. to the average lifestyle of the congregation, and the tithe of
* They tell us that the spiritual qualifications of arhe remaining 5 families would meet the other expenses of
Elder are extremely high. maintaining the facility and other ministry expenses, with some

 They tell us that the Elder is not to be commissiondeft over to support worthy ministries outside of the local
or ordained until he has been thoroughly examinedngregation.

and tested. : .- .
. Now thatwe h tablished that a tith t
* They tell us that Elders are to be appointed by ot@- owrhalve have establIstiec iata tihing congregation

Elders f i telected. call (ﬁfn actually &brd a fully-stafed ministry where do the ad-
ertiders for every congregation, not elected, call€liional Elders or Pastors come from?

or hired by a congregation.
° They tell us that we are to look for potentia| Elders Remember that one of the responsibilities of the Pastor/

among the Deacons [servants] of our own congréeacher is to be a talmid, a discipleYeshua, striving to
gation. become whateshua is. Likewise, the members of the con-

« They also tell us that any accusation against an Eregation are to be taimidim, disciples, of the Pasitoring
der must be directezhly to other Elders, anuust t0 become what he i8s the Pastor becomes more and

be supported by the eye-witness testimony of twore likeYeshua, the congregation, following his example,
or three witnesses. will likewise become more and more likeshua.

Based on these and other Scriptures, | believe thatAs the men of the congregation become more and more

once he has been called, trained, tested, and comrhie the Pastds example, and as they grow and become
sioned or ordained to an irrevocable life-time of service, tieore and more spiritually mature, and as they learn how to
Pastor is to be appointed to a local congregation by otfightly divide theWord of Truth” through the practical ex-

qualified Elders, whether within or outside of the local coerience of sharing in the various teaching ministries of the
gregation. congregation, some of these men will be called and gifted

by Ruach HaKodesh to assume the office of Elder within

| also believe that if, in subjected obedience to the e congregationd as the congregation continues to grow

ach_HaKodesh, the _Elders have ap_pomted th? Pastor 5918 prospeit will easily be able to provide for the needs of
particular congregation, the Pastor is to stay with that COle full-time Elder for ev ery fifteen families
gregation for the rest of his life or until he is called to another '

congregation by the clear calling of the Ruach HaKodesh It would also not be beyond the reach of a fully-tithing

and the agreement of the other Elders. congregation to completely support [including both the sup-
. . ort of his family and his tuition and books] a worthy young
Novv_thls may really surprise you, put | see nowhere an [or a not-so-young man] as he attends Bible college
the Scnptures_tha‘; the congregation Is to pay t_he P".J‘St%ml/or seminary in preparation for either serving that con-
salaryA salary implies an employemployee relationship. regation as one of its Elders, or even as an emissary of

Wha_t | see in the Scriptures is that the corygrega_tﬂon 'Y8shua sent out from that congregation to serve elsewhere
provide for all the needs of the Pastor and his family so tm

: . ; _._IIMthe Family of G-d.
he may devote 100% of his attention to meeting the spiritua y _ o
needs of the flockd Pastor who is concerned about where The congregation then becomes a fully self-sustaining
his next car payment or basket of groceries is coming frétiganism whose headAslonaiYeshuaind that congre-

simply cannot devote his attention to his pastoral duties.gational organism will then reproduce itself in exactly the

Heres v radical idea f deration! | same manner that G-d designed all other organisms to re-
eres areally radical idea for your consideration! | eve oduce—by division and continued growth.

believe that the congregation should have one full-time, ful-

ly-supported Pastor for every 15 families in the congregation. FOr example, assume the congregation grows to the point
where there are 10 full-time pastors serving 150 families.

nrhe organism divides and becomes two fully mature and
It's really easylust do the matA.congregation in which healthy congregations of 75 families and 5 full-time elders

every single family brought the full tithe into the storehous&ach. The outreach potential of the single congregation has

could easily afford to support one full-time Shepherd fqust potentially doubled.

each 15 families. The tithe of 10 of those families would

Oh, my! What congregation could ever afford that?
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“But we’ve never done it that wagnd we dortknow  ability. But sometimes G-d doestell the Shepherd all the
anyone who is doing it that way!” details, and sometimes not even the Shepherd understands
fully where, or whyor how the Great Shepherd has called

That's exactly my pointAs the Body and Bride of him to take the flock.

Messiah, we have everything upside downt if we
are going to pleas¢éeshua, we have to turn it back right- The point is that we don’t always need to understand.

side up.We have to dare to be thfent. We have to g g5 appointed Shepherds to lead. G-d has appoint-

have the courage to tell the majority that they are Wrongd ohee : .
p to follovis-d has appointed the Holy Community
and that the handbook that G-d gave us for the OP&{&ive not as an organization, but rather as a living, self-

tion of the Holy Community is right. replicating oganism whose head Yeshua and whose
What | have shared for you this morningng vi- members corporately and individually strive to learn their

sion. It may not at all resemble the vision that G-d hapiritual gifts and perform their own G-d-appointed func-

given your Pastor for this particular congregation. Buipn for the perfection of the entire Body of Messiah.

you see, that' really OK. Because G-d has called your

) What specific ministry functions have you been called to
Pastor and not me, to be the Shepherd of this flock, f ithin this Bodv? [f | stronal i
And G-d has given him, and not me, the vision for thEse orm within this Body? If you dorknow I strongly sug

: est that you contact your Pastor tqdayd he will help
congregation. you find out what Ruach HaKodesh has called you and
G-d has truly blessed this flock with a Shepherd whemuipped you to do for Messiah.
faithfully listens to the voice of the Chief Shepherd, who
strives to be a talmid of the Great Shepherd, and who is
willing to risk it all by taking the high road and making Exceptwhere otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations

the tough and unpleasant decisions that need to be matfethis document are froffhe Complete Jewish Bible
for the benefit of this flock. The Compl ete Jewish Bible- Copyright 1998 by David

H. Stern.
Published by Jewish Nelestament Publications, Inc.
Distributed by Messianic Jewish Resources Int'l.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

And our responsibilityyours and mine, as long as
we are members of this flock, is to follow the leading of
our G-d-appointed ShepheM/e may not always un-
derstand where he is leading us or why he is leading us
in a particular directior¥our Pastor is a reasonable man.

If you have a question about where he is leading, all you
have to do is ask, and he will explain to the best of his
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